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HOMES

Y MEETS NEW

A VICTORIAN HOUSE GETS A SYMPATHETIC STONE
EXTENSION AND A CLEAN, MODERN INTERIOR

Wards by Alice Westgate,

arch

 There are touches of genius all over this house, which

Hayley shares with her husband Bob and their two daughters.

Vintage furniture and lighting merge seamlessly with modern
art and contemporary furniture, and, despite its old shell, the
interior is a warm and practical space designed with a yaung
family very much in mind.

Writer Hayley, and Bob, wha works in the music industry,
moved here in 2005, “Half the hause was an old Victorian
manor built In 1886 for the unmarried daughter of the
landowner, “ explains Hayley. “The ather half was an
unsympathetic addition dating from the 1970s:"”

They lived in it for four years before deciding they needed
more space: "We opted 1o stay and extend the house rather
than look elsewhere. We felt very settled here because it s a
greal community,” she adds

The family decamped to a nearby holiday chalet for eight
moriths while the builders, Dune Canstruction, brought to life
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the new wing, which was to d
house a living room, master bedroom and en suite bathroom,
should mirror the old part of the house for continuity's sake,
with all its walls built from reclaimed stone. "It was impartant
for that aspect of the build to be completely sympathetic to
the original,” says Hayley.

Inside, meanwhile, the couple chose a completely different
look: "We wanted the interlor to feel clean and modern,”
says Hayley. "We moved the stalrcase, made the old sitting
room into-an entrance hall and extended the kitchen, adding
a conservatory as a playroom. We even excavated a creepy
and unpleasant cellar and made it into an underground
cinema roorm. Then the whale place was replastered, re-
plumbed and rewired. Nothing is the same; even the windows
are new,”

They called on the expertise of Steve Coombe, of Trura-
based Interior desianers 3idog, to give the space some
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panache, | came on board to look at interiors,” says Steve,
“hyt also to make sure certain important elements were
in place from an early stage, Decoration can change over
time, but you have to get all the structural things right from
the outset. In this case, we were able to pick up on key
things straightaway, such as lighting and the plans for the
bathraoms and kitchen.” The latter —a simple but effective
combination of white cupboards with oak and granite
worktops — was designed by Falmouth-based ChristianPaul
and made by Rozen Furniture of Helston.

“The whole praject was a collaboration,” says Steve.
“Everything was co-designed with the client; | merely gave
them some options along the way.”

A huge fan of Pinterest, Hayley was not short of ideas and
had collected numerous pictures of interiors that inspired
her: “| knew the kind of look | wanted, but Steve helped us
bring it to life,” she says. "He suggested lots of new things,
too, such as the highly patterned floor tiles from Fired Earth
that we used in the entrance hall and the lighting installation
that hangs above them.” These make a fabulous statement
as soon as you set foot in the house,

Another part of Steve’s role was to incorporate several
pieces of existing furniture into the new design. "Much
of Hayley and Bob's furniture was significant as it had
been bought in a certain place or at a certain time in their
lives,” says Steve. " felt it was important not to lose those
connections.”
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